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Utah Water Conditions Update

SALT LAKE CITY (March 19, 2026) — Utah’s snowpack is the lowest on record and peaked
three weeks early. The state’s peak was on March 9 at 8.4 inches, which is about half of what the
state typically receives by the beginning of April. Weather forecasts suggest that snowmelt will
outpace any new snow the state might receive.

“We are urging our communities and local water providers to review drought contingency plans,”
Laura Haskell, drought coordinator at the Utah Division of Water Resources, said. “These plans
will provide clarity and actions to assist with slowing the impacts of drought.”

Water conservation remains critical as water managers prepare to rely on existing reservoir
storage to meet summer demands. Reservoir storage averages 68% full, which is slightly higher
than normal for this time of year but a decrease from the 80% recorded last year.

This winter was the warmest on record for the state by 2.2 degrees F, dating back to 1874. Salt
Lake City surpassed its previous record by over 7 degrees F.

As noted in the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s March 1st Water Supply Outlook
Report, as of March 5, 30% of Utah’s SNOTEL network was reporting its worst or second-worst
snowpack.

Currently, 98% of the state is in some form of drought. Additional drought recommendations for
communities and water providers are available in the state’s Drought Response Plan.

The Department of Natural Resources continues to promote initiatives such as the Agricultural
Water Optimization Program for farmers and SlowtheFlow.org for residents. These programs aim
to educate and incentivize water-saving practices, helping Utahns become more drought-resilient
and better prepared for future conditions. Many indoor water-saving tips are available on the
Slow the Flow website.
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Graphic compares Utah's current drought situation to 2025. Currently, 98% of the state is in the moderate category of
drought and 5% in extreme drought. Last year at this time, 78% of the state was experiencing moderate drought.

Source: https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?UT
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The graph shows Great Salt Lake levels since 2022. Source: https://water.utah.gov/great-salt-lake-elevation/
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NOTE: THE NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE IS AWARE OF AND ACTIVELY ADDRESSING A4
RECENT DATA ANOMALY. Graphic shows snow water equivalent compared to a 30-year reference period. Source:
NRCS
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For more information, visit drought.utah.gov
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